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Section 2 

Lisez maintenant ce deuxieme passage ci-dessous et repondez aux questions. 

::On est mieux en union libre)) 
<<Je m'etais dit: On se mariera le jour de mes 40 ans. La date est arrivee. On a fait la fete 
avec des copains, j'ai eu plein de cadeaux . .. mais c'etait pour mon anniversaire, car on 
a oublie de se marier. Au fond, je crois que Patrick n'y tenait pas vraiment.,, Avec le 
recul, Brigitte Hallais, 44 ans, reconnait que <<la bague au doigt, c'etait uniquement pour 
tranquilliser ma mere. Pour changer le regard de la societe vis-a-vis de notre couple. Et 
pour qu'il n'y ait pas trois noms de famille differents sur la meme boite aux lettres,,. Son 
compagnon, Patrick Besson, 42 ans, intervient: <<Le mariage est une institution 
bourgeoise. Fidelite, secours, assistance, direction morale et materielle de la famille sont 
des obligations qui s'imposent aussi bien dans le concubinage que dans le mariage. A 
quoi bon contractualiser par un acte officiel? Entre nous qa dure depuis quinze ans. Que 
peut-on demander de plus?,, Tous deux cadres infirmiers dans le meme h6pital de la 
banlieue parisienne, Brigitte et Patrick demeurent a Crecy-la-Chapelle. c<Quand on s'est 
rencontres, j'etais en instance de divorce et j'avais un fits>>, poursuit Brigitte. <<A I'epoque, 
je ne savais pas si avec Patrick qa allait durer longtemps. On a avance pas a pas. Puis 
nous avons decide d'avoir un enfant, de nous installer plus solidement. Nous avons fait 
construire une maison a credit, posee sur un grand jardin. Depuis dix ans on vit dans ce 
havre de paix avec Geoffroy, 23 ans, Nils, 10 ans, deux gros chiens et trois chats. On 
forme une veritable tribu.,, 

lnstalle confortablement dans un canape contemporain en cuir, Patrick aspire une bouffee 
de cigarette preparee a la main. Le tabac a rouler et sa barbe volumineuse, c'est tout ce 
qui lui reste de sa periode (canarchiste,,. Aujourd'hui, il se decrit plut6t comme un 
humaniste libertaire. <<Je ne vois pas pourquoi un couple qui vit en union libre n'aurait 
pas les memes droits qu'un couple marie en matiere de transmission du patrimoine a 
ses enfants.,, Brigitte s'emporte. <<Moi, j'ai toujours deteste des expressions comme 
concubins, concubinage. Ce sont vraiment des mots tres laids, devalorisants. Nous on 
prefere dire compagne et compagnon que concubin. Plut6t qu'un mariage au rabais, je 
prefere continuer a militer pour I'union libre.,, Pour Brigitte, la vie de son couple est 
identique a celle de gens maries. 
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Section 3 

Pollution drives thousands from the 
City of Light 

For many it is a place to dream of. Yet the City of Light, famed around the world 
for its beauty, is turning into an urban museum full of tourists and young people 
living alone. An exodus from Paris is under way, writes Kirsty Lang. 

Parisians with young children are fleeing 
the capital in search of a better life. City 
planners fear that, if the trend continues, 
Paris will turn into a vast historical theme 
park devoid of families and the babble of 
children's voices. More people are leaving 
the city than are coming to it. One in two 
households in Paris is now inhabited by a 
person living alone. Despite its beautiful 
buildings, well-groomed parks and chic 
restaurants, Paris is turning into a nightmare 
for all but the young, free and single. 

Parents complain that the parks look great, 
but there are few of them and they are of 
little use if you cannot play on the grass. In 
summer the air is so thick with pollution 
that half the city's children suffer from 
respiratory complaints. The cinemas, bars 
and restaurants may be consolation for 
singles, but they hold little appeal for 
couples trapped in flats with children. Half 
the flats in central Paris are either studios or 
have only two rooms. 

Last year Julie Foulquier gave up her flat in 
the Paris suburbs for a cottage on an island 
off the Brittany coast. She was worn out by 
her job, two children and three hours' 
commuting daily. 'I can breathe here,' she 
said. 'I have so much more space and when 
I look out of the window I see the beach 300 
metres away. My children walk to school 
and can organize their own social life in the 
village. I think we all feel more free'. 

The 1990s migration out of Paris is different 
from the 1960s back-to-nature movement. 
Then it was hippies who dropped out to live 
in the depth of the countryside and grow 
vegetables. These days many Parisians are 
moving to the outskirts of leading 
provincial towns or cities like Toulouse, 
Rennes and Lyons. 

'The arrival of the TGV has changed the 
way the French think about the geography 
of their country', said Benoit Roederer, 
a sociologist studying the exodus. 'People 
no longer talk in terms of distances but 
how long it takes to get somewhere by the 
TGV.' In those terms, Lyon is only two 
hours away from Paris rather than 
460 km. 

In addition, a number of leading companies 
and government offices have now relocated 
to provincial cities. Paris is no longer the 
centre of French life. 

The authorities are trying to fight the 
problem. Desperate to improve the 
environment, the mayor's office last week 
announced plans to ban diesel-spewing tour 
buses in the heart of Paris on days when air 
pollution hits dangerous levels. On bad 
days, even the Eiffel Tower can be obscured 
in a blue-grey haze. As many as 350 
Parisians are said to die each year as a direct 
result of air pollution. UCLE
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