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ENGLISH LITERATURE

3. ENGLISH

Shakespeare Texts. Where there are variant readings, the text used for
passages from the prescribed plays of Shakespeare set in question papers at
both advanced and ordinary levels will be that of the Alexander edition of
the Complete Works of Shakespeare. :

A pass at ordinary level awarded to a candidate who fails to pass in this
subject at advanced level will normally be recorded as in * English Literature’.

Advanced Level

Candidates must offer Paper IV and any two of Papers I, II and II1.
PAPER 1. CoMpOSITION AND COMMENT, 23 hours.

This paper will include passages for comment and appreciation; the
paper will be divided into two sections as shown below. Candidates will be
required to attempt both sections.

Section A. Composition. A passage of modern prose for summary or

précis.

A passage of sixteenth-century or seventeenth-century prose for trans-

lation into modern English.

1 Set for 1955.
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ENGLISH

Section B, Comment, Short passages of literary prose or verse for
exposition, comment or comparison. The passages will not be drawn
from any period of English literature earlier than 1600.

PAPER II. SHAKESPEARE, 24 hours.
For 1956:

Tragedy, Hamlet, Coriolanus :

Comedy, Twelfth Night, Much Ado About Nothing:

History, King John,

Candidates must offer a minimum of three plays, including one tragedy

and one comedy. They must answer one question from Section A and two
questions from Section B.

Section A, Questions on context and paraphrase. Short passages from
each of the plays will be set, two passages from each tragedy and one from
each comedy and history. Candidates will be required to paraphrase two
of these, taking one bassage from a tragedy and one from either a comedy

or a history, and to relate them to their context with appropriate com.-
ment. Separate context questions will not be set,

Section B. General questions on the significance, subject-matter and
dramatic qualities of the plays prescribed.

Papgr I11, CHAUCER, SPENSER, MILTON, 24 hours. The baper will comprise
five sections as follows:

Section I. Paraphrase of portions from the prescribed books. Candi-
dates will be required to paraphrase a passage from Chaucer and g bassage

For 1956;
Section II. Chaucer, 1The Prologue,
Section III. Spenser, The Faerie Queene, Book n.

Section 1V, Milton, *Comus ang some Shorter Poems (ed. Tillyard,
Harrap), pp. 60-114,

Section V. Additional optional questions, each of which will be designed
to give candidates the opportunity of writing on two or more of the pre-
scribed books from the point of view of theme, style, treatment, etc.

Candidates will be required to answer three questions in all, as follows:

1 Set for 1955,
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j i lities
consist of questions on the significance, subject-matter and literary qual
of the works prescribed.

ing five? papers:

. 24 hours. One of the following . ’
PAP}iSl:IIVPa} r IV (a). The period 1579-1700 (‘?xpludmg fS‘l‘:)aLﬁeZ%e:;:
S l‘tzntse‘:'randpl'illilton). Candidates must offer a minimum o ,
arlid will be required to answer four questions.

For 1956:
Dryden, *4ll For Love; .
Bacon, 1The New Atlantis;
Shorter Elizabethan - Novels:

Traveller (Everyman); chine and
i d Last Part of Cony-catching .
{grek‘;;? 771’};12 7;:;;:;“1 ;I’ear (available in Three Elizabethan Pamphlets,
ekker,

1Thomas of Reading, *The Unfortunate

: ierson,
Hiﬁﬁ;}hysical Poems and Lyrics of the 17th Century (ed. Griers

Oxford Univ. Press, Clarendon Series), the poems chh43e(%$h :nL;?E
owing pages: 1. 2, 3, 8, 14, 18, 21, 36, 37, 38, 40, 47, he L
ot page’s. 53 ,57, 5;3 60, 61, 62, 64, 73, 79, 86 (both), 8 (6 o1 48,
novgllea;‘(l)is'ids)’loé 110, 111 (The Collar), 115 (Love), 17192, 0194551124‘, ,
f491’9 1’56 1’62, 1’71, 173, 177, 181, 182, 183, 185, .203, i—(;a;rap), pp.,73_75
o s 55, o3 0 T e o,
] er), - s h
o Ga”eGry 23:) 7;’1988_172‘1(;; (Tl:;li Civil War, Kings am.i Liberty). ook
184—1935 tf:; ofEering Paper IV (@) may find chturel Sou;c('ieunwm,)
Siycc:tizn;haCentury by M. Harrison and M. E. Bryant (Allen a :

useful for background information.

. . ﬁ. o
or Pa.pel IV b . Ihe pel'lod 1780—1832. Candldates must O. €r a mini-
mum Of f()ur b(OO)kS, and Will be quuhed to answer fOl.lI queStIOIIS.

FO;Vt)s:fiiévorth Poetry and Prose (Oxford Univ. Press, Clarendon Series);

iv. Press, Clarendon Series);
try and Prose (Oxford Univ. X oo,
E}::::’ ggleeg;d Letters and Poemsl (ec_l. W?‘.lsl";,1 g}lzls)t;(:ioa:;ill ;Igm us)
, inni tions from ;
6 and 50 (beginning at Selec ] ' :
Shl;fl;:)? —fSelections (ed. Thompson, Cambridge Univ. Press);
2 I3
Scott, Guy Mannering;
Jane Austen, Emma.

N b d 58.
: ls’e;ggrl\llgfvsil.l comprise only four alternatives in 1957, see pp. 57 an
a
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ENGLISH

th:;:l::‘;:l::ig:x) ?(r)u:hPeager IV' lglg:lwill tl)(e so set that candidates may confine
rescri works alone, but in each of
papers four or five questions will also b : o,
' ) t on other auth
authors, or on literary condition 4 char il riryity
; s s and characteristics of th i
scribed, so that candidates with i L inter Doy s
e agrry a wider knowledge and interest may have
. :(li’ l;a:pf;:s\t/ (tc"’)v.(:'l;:le Vlictoria;ll It\’lovel. Candidates will be expected to have
ovels each by any four of the following: Di
Thackeray, Trollope, the Bronté si , Hardy, Hoes s
s T 2 isters, George Eliot, Hardy, H
This paper will be set only on s pplicati ; Noveber 195, o
addipmr il bb sef payy; o pecial application by ¥ November 1955. An
ap;:::il::;ti};(tﬁ; ;’:‘:}Z (.;\lg;;;f_ .{(;lslzscg. The syllabus for this paper covers
g : . didates will be i
four questions in all, chosen fr oo oo wer
0 N om at least two of the i i)-(i
each of sections (i)~(iii) candidates ar ey ). In
: 1 : € recommended to stud
;fel:l;:dbtz(;ltclsldl;lst:le tx:eadmtg ll:st; in section (iv) candidate); az:r;ei:tccty‘r”no
elections of the letters of at least f iters
of the period. This paper will be set endion oy o writers
onl . . .
195?. An additional fee will be payab]);.o " special application by 1 November
Liv(;: ;;r;)’.:e.PBoswell, Ll:fe of Johnson; Johnson, The Rdmbler (selections)
Lives of & uf-keoe;‘i; ggtilves,t ;o;e and Milton); Goldsmith, Citizen of lhe’
H y on the Present Discontents; Gi : 7
am(i. 'l)ﬂ‘aﬁ, of tlhe Roman Empire (early chapters). s Gibbon, The DK
ii) Novels. Richardson, P ; Fieldi
ey el amela; Pielding, Tom Jones; Smollett,
(iii) Poetry. Pope, The Essa .
(iif) 2 3 y on Man; Johnson, 7/ ]
Wz.?-hes, Gray, Poe.ms; Collins, Odes; Crabbe, The V?I‘;a:ea ity of Human
Le(th)rSL&Vtter.;&’ Itis sgggested that a collection such as Selected En, lishv
Let orld’s Classics, Oxford Univ. Press) will be found satisfacts;
1etterl::sl:ol:ﬂncllml§tamt lgft:.lr-writers of the period, selections from whcg;.
e studied, are: Chesterfield; J ; ;
Horace Walpole; Goldsmith; Cowper; Burke;’ G?l:ll;]osgn’ Sterne; Gray
an::'v ;at?er v (e): The.Perioc.i 1900—1940. Candidates will be required t
an our questions, including at least two from Section A, the remaini .
o questions to be chosen freely from Section A and/or S;ction B o

For 1956:
Section A. Prescribed Books. G
¢ ‘ . Galsworthy, The Man of
(\)I;I[:lol;fe'n};n;)’g. hl:/’Il. Fors‘t;r, Howard’s End; Abinger Harve?f‘ I;;i‘;pg:;g
) e Lignthouse; Yeats, Selected Poems (M i ,
T. S. Eliot, Murder in the Cathedr, i o, 14y b, 85-ond;
: y al; Lowt i ’
posium; G. B, Shaw, *Caesar and Cleapatrf:.} DIy "4 Modern Sym:

1 Set for 1955.
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Section B. General background questions on the period, based largely
on the books prescribed in Section A.

Scholarship Level

Candidates will offer Papers I, I1I, and IV for advanced level, together
with Paper V, a 3-hour Scholarship paper. Paper V will be divided into
two parts, as shown below; candidates will be required to answer three
questions in all, one from Part I and two from Part II.

Part 1. Practical criticism. This section will contain “unseen” passages
n, comment, or comparison. The

passages may be drawn from any period of English literature after 1300,

but, when passages are set from the period 1300-1600, alternative passages

from a later period will also be set.

Part 11. General questions, grouped in sections related to the authors,
works, and periods prescribed for advanced level Papers II, III, and IV
respectively. Candidates may select both of these questions from the same
section, or one from each of two sections if they so wish. Some choice of

questions will be given within each section. The questions will be so

framed as to afford candidates the opportunity to give evidence of wider
reading and fuller appreciation than is asked for in the advanced level
papers. Evidence of wider reading will be looked for in breadth of treat-
ment and understanding, not in the shape of purely factual knowledge, and
questions will not be set on particular authors or works or parts of works
not prescribed for the advanced level papers.

For the section related to Paper II (Shakespeare), candidates will be

expected to have some knowledge of plays in addition to those which they
ded that they should have read

offer at advanced level. It is recommen
about ten plays, including those offered at advanced level.

In the section related to Paper I11 (Chaucer, Spenser, Milton), candidates
‘will be expected to have some knowledge of other parts of the works of
these authors as well as of the texts offered at advanced level.

In the sections related to Paper IV (@), (b), (), (d) and (e), candidates will
be expected to have some knowledge of: other works of the authors
offered at advanced level; and/or the works of other major authors of the
period; and/or the literary background of the period. There will be at
least three questions on each of the periods prescribed for Paper IvV.
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