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Introduction 
In 2020, the covid-19 pandemic led to many changes to education in England. Schools closed to 
almost all students from the 20th March 2020, and the government cancelled most assessments 
including GCSEs, A levels and many vocational qualifications. The interruptions to schooling and 
assessment continued during the 2020-21 and 2021-22 academic years. During this time, the 
Department for Education have carried out numerous consultations about the approaches to 
assessment and awarding of qualifications during this time. Due to the ever-changing nature of 
the pandemic, the decisions that were made following an individual consultation does not 
necessarily reflect the final method for awarding a qualification in that academic year. For 
example, exams were originally intended to go ahead in the summer of 2021, with several 
adaptations, but were cancelled following the January 2021 lockdown and school closures. 
This document lists the consultations that have occurred during this time and provides basic 
details about their content. It is split into two sections: one for academic qualifications (GCSEs, A 
levels, the Extended Project, and the Advanced Extension Award in maths), and another for 
vocational and technical qualifications. Within each of these sections, the consultations are 
placed into tables according to the academic year that they applied to. 
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General Qualifications (GCSE, AS level and A level) 

Students certifying in summer 2020 

Dates of 
consultation Subjects Qualification 
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Link to consultation documents 

15th – 29th 
April 2020 

all GCSE, AS, A 
level, 
Extended 
project, AEA 
maths 

         April GCSE & A level Consultation - 
announcement 

22nd May – 8th 
June 2020 
 

all GCSE, AS, A 
level 

         May GCSE & A level consultation - 
announcement 
 

30th June – 
14th July 2020 

all GCSE, AS, A 
level, 
Extended 
project, AEA 
maths 

         June Appeals consultation – 
announcement 

30 June 
2020 - 14 July 
2020 

All GCSE, AS, A 
level 

         Statutory framework consultation - 
announcement  

 

 
 
1 Private candidates and candidates sitting in exams in years other than year 11 
2 Fieldwork, practical exams, MFL speaking etc.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-seeks-views-on-gcse-and-a-level-grading-proposals-for-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-seeks-views-on-gcse-and-a-level-grading-proposals-for-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-an-additional-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series-in-autumn-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-an-additional-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series-in-autumn-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-statutory-guidance-in-relation-to-the-gqcovid-regulatory-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-statutory-guidance-in-relation-to-the-gqcovid-regulatory-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-statutory-guidance-in-relation-to-the-gqcovid-regulatory-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-statutory-guidance-in-relation-to-the-gqcovid-regulatory-framework
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Students certifying in summer 2021 

Dates of 
consultation Subjects Qualification 
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Link to consultation documents 

1st – 16th July 
2020 
 

Sciences, 
geography, 
history, 
ancient 
history, 
English lit, 
geology, 
astronomy, 
MFL, drama, 
DT  

GCSE, AS, A 
level,  

              July consultation on 2021 GCSE & A 
levels - announcement  

12-26th Oct 
2020 
 

MFL GCSE               October MFL consultation - 
announcement 

10-20th Dec 
2020 
 

All GCSE, AS, A 
level 
 

              Support materials 2021 - announcement  
 

15-29th Jan 
2021 

All GCSE, AS, A 
level 

              Grading 2021 - announcement  
 
  

25th Feb – 
11th March 
2021 
 
 

all GCSE, AS, A 
level, 
Extended 
project, AEA 
maths 

yes              2021 alternative awarding framework - 
announcement   

17th March – 
9th April 2021 
 
 

all GCSE, AS, A 
level 

              2021 autumn series - announcement   

21st April – 5th 
May 2021 

all GCSE, AS, A 
level, 

yes              2021 grade appeals - announcement  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/conditions-and-requirements-for-the-assessment-of-mfl-gcses-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/conditions-and-requirements-for-the-assessment-of-mfl-gcses-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/support-materials-and-advance-information-in-2021-gcse-as-and-a-level-exams
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-the-general-qualifications-alternative-awarding-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-the-general-qualifications-alternative-awarding-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-arrangements-for-an-autumn-2021-exam-series
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-guidance-in-relation-to-appeals-under-the-gqaa-framework-in-2021
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Dates of 
consultation Subjects Qualification 
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Link to consultation documents 

 
 

Extended 
project, AEA 
maths 

14th – 28th 
June 2021 
 

maths AEA               Exam procedures review service 2021- 
announcement  
  

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/terms-of-reference-for-eprs-in-summer-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/terms-of-reference-for-eprs-in-summer-2021
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Students certifying in summer 2022 

Dates of 
consultation Subjects Qualification 

St
at

ut
or

y 
fr

am
ew

or
k 

N
on

-s
ta

nd
ar

d 
ca

nd
id

at
es

 
A

lte
rn

at
iv

es
 to

 
ex

am
s 

G
ra

di
ng

 
St

an
da

rd
is

at
io

n 
A

pp
ea

ls
 

W
hi

ch
 g

ra
de

 o
n 

ce
rt

ifi
ca

te
 

A
ut

um
n 

se
rie

s 
Se

rie
s 

da
te

s 
To

pi
cs

 in
 

ad
va

nc
e 

Ex
am

 fo
rm

at
 

C
on

te
nt

 c
ha

ng
es

 
(s

am
pl

in
g,

 o
r 

ch
oi

ce
 o

n 
pa

pe
r)

 
Ex

am
 a

id
s 

N
on

-e
xa

m
in

ed
 

as
se

ss
m

en
t 

Link to consultation documents 

14th May – 
28th May 
2021 
 
 

Most GCSE, AS, A 
level 

              2022 non-exam assessment - 
announcement 
 
  

12th July – 1st 
August 2021 

All 
 

GCSE, AS,  
A level,  

              2022 changes to GCSE, AS & AL 
assessment - announcement  
 

30th 
September – 
13th October 
2021 

all GCSE, AS, 
A level, 
Extended 
project, AEA 
maths 

              2021-2022 contingency arrangements - 
announcement 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/arrangements-for-non-exam-assessment-for-qualifications-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/arrangements-for-non-exam-assessment-for-qualifications-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/contingency-arrangements-gcse-as-a-level-project-and-aea
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/contingency-arrangements-gcse-as-a-level-project-and-aea
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Vocational and Technical qualifications 

Students certifying in 2019-2020 academic year 

Dates of 
consultation 
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Link to consultation documents 

24th April – 8th 
May 
 

             April VTQ consultation - announcement 
 
 

 
 

Students certifying in 2020-2021 academic year 

Dates of 
consultation 
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Link to consultation documents 

3rd -14th August 
2020 
 
 

             August VTQ consultation - 
announcement  
 

7 Sept – 20 
Sept 2020 

             September VQT ERF consultation - 
announcement  
  

 
 
3 Non-standard candidates could include private candidates, those with banked results from other sessions and learners not intending to certificate in that session 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-consultation-on-awarding-vocational-and-technical-qualifications-in-summer-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/vocational-and-technical-qualification-assessments-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/vocational-and-technical-qualification-assessments-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-the-arrangements-for-the-assessment-and-awarding-of-vocational-technical-and-other-general-qualifications-in-2020-to-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-the-arrangements-for-the-assessment-and-awarding-of-vocational-technical-and-other-general-qualifications-in-2020-to-2021
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Link to consultation documents 

15-29th Jan 
2021 

             VTQ consultation - announcement  
 
 

25th Feb – 11th 
March 2021 

             Awarding vocation, technical and other 
GQs in 2020-21 - announcement   

24th March – 7th 
April 2021 

             VTQ Autumn 2021 consultation - 
announcement   
 
 

 
 

Students certifying in 2021-2022 academic year 

Dates of 
consultation 
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Link to consultation documents 

12th – 26th July 
2021 

             VTQ  assessment and awarding 2021-
22 consultation announcement  
 

 
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-alternative-arrangements-for-the-award-of-vtqs-and-other-general-qualifications-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/regulatory-arrangements-for-the-awarding-of-vocational-and-technical-and-other-general-qualifications-in-2020-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/regulatory-arrangements-for-the-awarding-of-vocational-and-technical-and-other-general-qualifications-in-2020-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-autumn-assessment-opportunities-for-vtqs
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-autumn-assessment-opportunities-for-vtqs
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/arrangements-for-the-assessment-and-awarding-of-vocational-technical-and-other-general-qualifications-2021-to-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/arrangements-for-the-assessment-and-awarding-of-vocational-technical-and-other-general-qualifications-2021-to-2022
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