%8 CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS & ASSESSMENT

Provision of GCE A level
subjects in 2021

Statistics Report Series No. 132

Carmen H.J. Lim, Tim Gill
17 November 2023



Author contact details:

Carmen H.J. Lim, Tim Gill

Assessment Research and Development
Research Division

Shaftesbury Road

Cambridge

CB2 8EA

UK

hui.lim@cambridge.org

https://www.cambridge.org

As a department of the university, Cambridge University Press & Assessment is respected
and trusted worldwide, managing three world-class examination boards, and maintaining
the highest standards in educational assessment and learning. We are a not-for-profit
organisation.

Cambridge University Press & Assessment is committed to making our documents acces-
sible in accordance with the WCAG 2.1 Standard. We’re always looking to improve the
accessibility of our documents. If you find any problems or you think we’re not meeting
accessibility requirements, contact our team: Research Division

If you need this document in a different format contact us telling us your name, email address
and requirements and we will respond within 15 working days.

How to cite this publication

Lim, C.H.J. & Gill, T. (2023). Provision of GCE A level subjects in 2021. Statistics Report
Series No. 132. Cambridge University Press & Assessment.


mailto:hui.lim@cambridge.org
https://www.cambridge.org
mailto:researchdivision@cambridgeassessment.org.uk?subject=Accessibility
mailto:researchdivision@cambridgeassessment.org.uk?subject=Accessibility

Introduction

This report looks at the provision of A level subjects in England in 2021. Provision in a
subject is defined as the number or percentage of schools with at least one student taking the
subject. It could be argued that this may not cover all of the actual ‘provision’ since schools
might offer to provide a subject, but none of their students wants to study it. However, as we
have no means of capturing this information, we will only look at the provision based on the
definition above.

The tables presented in this report cannot explain why schools do not offer a particular
subject. For example, it may be that there is not enough demand for it from students to make
it worthwhile, or it may be that there is a lack of teachers with the required experience.

Data

This report was produced using publicly available data from the Department for Education’s
(DfE) “Find and compare schools in England” service'!. The dataset consisted of Key Stage 5
(KS5) entry numbers for all subjects provided in each school and college in England.

The report presents only the provision of A level subjects in schools with students taking A
levels in 2021. Provision of other qualifications (e.g., Pre-U, International Baccalaureate,
Cambridge Technicals, BTECs, etc.) was not investigated. The level of provision is presented
by the following school classifications: school type, school attainment, school deprivation
level, school sex composition, and school size. However, it should be noted that the analysis
is at the simplest level and takes no account of interactions between these classifications.
For instance, Table 12 of this report shows that provision in the most deprived group of
schools was generally lower than in other groups of schools. This can partly be attributed to
the fact that these most-deprived schools tend to be smaller than other schools (see Table 8).

In 2021, less school-level information was published than in previous years. Only information
such as school type and high-level school admission policy information was available
(selective vs. non-selective only). Other school-level data was not available because the DfE
did not want schools to be held to account for their students’ performance in 2021 due to the
disruption in learning caused by the Covid-19 pandemic. This meant that we were not able to
include breakdowns by school characteristics in many of the tables in this report using 2021
data.

Instead, we decided to use data from the 2019 DfE dataset to classify schools in the same
way as in similar previous reports (e.g., Lim & Gill, 2023). These 2019 data are the more
detailed categories of admissions policy (to classify schools by their type), the average points
score of candidates’ best 3 A level subjects (to classify schools by their attainment level), the
number of A level candidates (to classify schools by their size), the number of disadvantaged
pupils at the end of KS5 (to classify schools by their deprivation level), and school sex of the
sixth form (to classify schools by their sex composition). We assumed that for most schools,
the average attainment, admission policy, the number of A level candidates, the percentage

' This can be accessed here: https://www.find-school-performance-data.service.gov.uk/
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of disadvantaged students and the sixth form sex composition would not change significantly
in two years and so the 2019 data would be a reasonable proxy for 2021.

One caveat of this approach is that not all schools with A level pupils in 2021 had this
information recorded in 2019. It could be that these schools did not offer any A level subjects
in 2019 (hence, no information on A level attainment, etc.) or that these schools had different
identification numbers in 2021 and 2019 due to significant changes in school status (hence,
their records between these years cannot be directly matched). For this reason, there might
be more schools that we cannot classify into specific groups compared to previous reports.

Results

Tables 1 to 5 present the distribution of schools within each of the different school classifi-
cations. The total number of schools is not identical in each table, due to small amounts of
missing or suppressed data within each classification. In certain circumstances, DfE sup-
pressed some school data values to protect the confidentiality and minimise identification
risks. This usually happens when the measure covers only five or fewer students?.

School type

Students study A levels at several different types of schools and colleges. In line with the
provision reports from 2019 onwards (e.g., Lim & Gill, 2023), schools and colleges were
assigned a school type based on their admissions policy and institution type as recorded in
the dataset.

Schools and colleges were classified into ten different school types: Academy (non-selective
in highly selective area (HSA)), Academy (other non-selective), Academy (selective),
Academy (sixth form), Further Education (FE) College, Independent school, Sixth form
college, Non-selective in HSA, Other non-selective, and Selective. Other non-maintained
schools, such as special schools, were excluded.

Table 1 presents the number and percentage of schools in each school type. It should be
noted that schools that did not offer A levels in 2021 would not be included in this data, e.g.,
schools that offer the International Baccalaureate or the Pre-U only.

2 The applied suppression rule was explained in the “abbreviations” file that accompanied the dataset. As stated
in the file, different measures might have different rules applied.



Table 1. A level schools, by school type (admission policy based on 2019 data).

School Type Number of Schools Percentage
Academy (non-selective in HSA) 114 4.3
Academy (other non-selective) 1241 47.3
Academy (selective) 141 54
Academy (sixth form) 54 21
FE college 125 4.8
Independent school 535 20.4
Non-selective in HSA 20 0.8
Other non-selective 325 124
Selective 21 0.8
Sixth form college 50 1.9
Total 2626 100.0

School attainment

Each school’s attainment level was derived based on the mean points score of their candi-
dates’ best 3 A level subjects in 2019 which was a variable readily available in the DfE 2019
dataset. The calculation taken to construct this variable was explained in greater detail by
DfE (2018), but in essence, this score is calculated for each student by first allocating points
to grades such that A* = 60 points, A = 50 points, ..., and U = 0 points (DfE, 2018, p.26).
Then, the points score for each student’s best 3 A levels were added together and summed
across a school. This total is then divided by the number of A level students in the school and
further divided by three to arrive at the mean points score per entry. For more details about
the calculation, see DfE (2018, p.29).

Based on this score, schools were then ranked and categorised into five equally sized
groups. Group | represents the lowest attainment group, and Group V represents the highest.
Schools with no students entered for at least 3 A levels or those which had no value due to
the suppression rule applied by DfE were excluded from this categorisation. Table 2 presents
the number of schools in each group and the minimum, maximum and mean points score for
each group.

Table 2. School attainment group (based on 2019 data). Values for minimum, maximum and
mean are calculated based on candidates’ best 3 A level subjects. Group | represents the
lowest attainment group, and Group V represents the highest.

School Attainment Group Number of Schools Minimum Maximum Mean

Group | 469 4.8 274 232
Group Il 470 27.4 31.3 295
Group Il 468 31.3 344 328
Group IV 470 34.4 38.2 36.1
Group V 467 38.2 55.0 428
Total 2344 - - -




Given that this is a school-level average, there would be some students who obtained
high grades in a Group | school, and some who obtained low grades in a Group V school.
However, a Group V school will have more high-attaining students than a Group | school,
which has implications for provision and teaching.

Deprivation level of schools

Each school’s deprivation level was derived based on the percentage of disadvantaged® A
level students in the school at the end of KS5 in 2019. This measure was used to categorise
schools into five equally sized groups. Group A includes the least deprived schools (those
with the lowest percentages of disadvantaged A level students) and Group E includes the
most deprived schools (those with the highest percentages of disadvantaged A level stu-
dents). Table 3 presents the number of schools in each group and the minimum, maximum
and mean percentage of disadvantaged candidates for each group.

Some schools had no recorded value for this measure (mostly independent schools) and
quite a few schools had a suppressed value due to the rule applied by DfE. These schools
were all excluded from this categorisation.

Table 3. School deprivation level (based on 2019 data). Values for minimum, maximum and
mean are calculated based on the percentage of disadvantaged A level candidates within a
school. Group A represents the least deprived group of schools, and Group E represents the
most deprived group of schools.

School Deprivation Group Number of Schools Minimum Maximum Mean

Group A 308 2.8 8.6 6.4
Group B 305 8.6 128 10.6
Group C 305 12.8 188 155
Group D 306 18.9 295 238
Group E 306 29.5 85.7 435
Total 1530 - - -

School sex composition

School sex composition* was recorded for each school in the DfE dataset. Table 4 shows the
numbers and percentages of different types of schools.

3 Defined as those who attract pupil premium funding, that is, pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the
last six years and pupils in care, or who left care through adoption or another formal route.

4 The word “sex” is used throughout the report to describe the different types of schools as it best reflects the
admission policy at the time of data collection and is consistent with terms used by DfE in their reports.



Table 4. A level schools, by school sex (based on 2019 data).

School Sex  Number of Schools Percentage

Boys’ School 75 3.0
Girls’ School 199 7.9
Mixed School 2246 89.1
Total 2520 100.0

School size

In Table 5, schools were classified into five groups according to their size, based on the
number of students in the school taking at least one A level in 2019. The categories were
chosen on the basis of what is generally considered to be a reasonable size for a teaching
group (i.e., 30 students).

Table 5. A level schools, by school size (based on 2019 data).

School Size  Number of Schools Percentage

Less than 30 379 15.2
30-59 516 20.7
60-119 885 35.5
120-239 576 23.1
240 or greater 135 54
Total 2491 100.0

A significant contributor to the level of provision in a subject is the school size. This is
because a larger school is more likely to have viable numbers, particularly for less popular
subjects. Thus, it is worth considering how each school classification relates to the size of the
school. Tables 6 to 9 present the percentage of each classification group in each school size
group.

To give an example, Table 6 shows that non-selective academies in highly selective areas
tend to have smaller sixth forms (with 15.2% having fewer than 30 A level students and
31.2% having 30-59 students, but 0.0% with more than 240 students). In contrast, sixth form
colleges tend to be relatively large (with 90.0% having at least 240 A level students).



Table 6. Percent of school size group within each school type, and the total number of
schools in each school size group.

School Type Less than 30 30-59 60-119 120-239 240 or greater
Academy (non-selective in HSA) 152 31.2 411 12.5 0.0
Academy (other non-selective) 12.0 229 40.1 23.0 1.8
Academy (selective) 0.7 14 25.2 71.2 1.4
Academy (sixth form) 7.0 2.3 20.9 18.6 51.2
FE college 25.6 7.7 214 16.2 29.1
Independent school 29.0 235 31.9 15.1 0.6
Non-selective in HSA 10.0 65.0 20.0 5.0 0.0
Other non-selective 1.3 21.9 41.7 22.6 2.5
Selective 0.0 0.0 28.6 71.4 0.0
Sixth form college 0.0 0.0 0.0 10.0 90.0
Total number of schools 379 516 885 576 135

Table 7. Percent of school size group within each school attainment group, and the total
number of schools in each school size group. Group | represents the lowest attainment
group, and Group V represents the highest.

School Attainment Group Less than 30 30-59 60-119 120-239 240 or greater

Group | 209 36.9 29.4 6.0 6.8
Group Il 9.8 26.6 41.3 15.1 7.2
Group llI 7.1 18.2 42.5 25.9 6.4
Group IV 6.4 14.0 39.6 33.6 6.4
Group V 7.3 12.6 35.8 42.4 1.9
Total number of schools 241 508 884 576 135

Table 8. Percent of school size group within each school deprivation group, and the total
number of schools in each school size group. Group A represents the least deprived group of
schools, and Group E represents the most deprived group of schools.

School Deprivation Group Less than 30 30-59 60-119 120-239 240 or greater

Group A 0.0 0.0 29.9 61.4 8.8
Group B 0.0 6.9 47.9 36.4 8.9
Group C 0.0 223 44.3 22.0 11.5
Group D 72 317 35.0 17.0 9.2
Group E 14.1 30.4 379 12.7 4.9
Total number of schools 65 279 596 458 132




Table 9. Percent of school size group within each school sex composition group, and the total
number of schools in each school size group.

School Sex Less than 30 30-59 60-119 120-239 240 or greater
Boys’ School 19.2 6.8 24.7 47.9 1.4
Girls’ School 19.2 232 40.9 16.7 0.0
Mixed School 147 209 35.4 22.9 6.0
Total number of schools 379 516 885 576 135

It is worth noting that the total number of schools in each school size category in some of
the above tables, for example in Table 8, does not align with those values shown in Table 5.
For instance, Table 5 showed 379 schools with less than 30 students, but Table 8 only had
65 schools in this category. This discrepancy was due to a substantial number of schools
with suppressed values, or no value recorded, for the number of disadvantaged A level
candidates, which did not allow us to classify these schools into a specific deprivation group.

Provision of individual A level subjects

The provision of individual A level subjects is presented in Tables 10 to 14, according to the
school classifications outlined in Tables 1 to 5. For example, Table 10 shows that 2.6% of
the schools in the “Academy (non-selective in HSA)” type had students taking Accounting /
Finance A level, compared with 32.0% of sixth form colleges. Similarly, Table 11 shows that
6.0% of schools in the lowest attainment group had students taking Accounting/Finance,
compared with 1.3% of schools in the highest attainment group.



Table 10. Provision of A levels by school type (percentages). The abbreviation NSHSA represents "Non-selective in highly selective areas”;
ONS represents "Other non-selective”; S represents "Selective”; and SF represents "Sixth form”.

Subject Academy Academy Academy Academy FE Ind. NSHSA ONS Selective Sixth

(NSHSA) (ONS) (S) (SF) college school form
Accounting / Finance 2.6 3.5 2.1 22.2 16.0 6.9 0.0 2.8 4.8 32.0
Ancient History 0.9 0.9 5.7 7.4 4.8 3.2 5.0 0.3 0.0 18.0
Arabic 2.6 7.3 5.7 13.0 7.2 3.0 0.0 6.8 4.8 18.0
Art and Design 30.7 27.3 29.1 22.2 19.2 25.6 25.0 33.5 42.9 30.0
Art and Design (3D Studies) 6.1 4.6 2.8 25.9 9.6 6.0 0.0 4.9 0.0 24.0
Art and Design (Critical Studies) 0.0 0.2 0.7 1.9 2.4 1.3 0.0 0.9 0.0 2.0
Art and Design (Fine Art) 50.9 57.9 70.2 64.8 44.0 63.2 50.0 55.7 66.7 84.0
Art and Design (Graphics) 18.4 11.9 9.2 42.6 28.8 9.9 0.0 13.2 9.5 72.0
Art and Design (Photography) 60.5 46.5 234 64.8 46.4 36.6 50.0 49.2 19.0 84.0
Art and Design (Textiles) 19.3 15.5 9.2 37.0 18.4 17.2 10.0 15.1 4.8 58.0
Bengali 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.0
Biology 86.0 95.3 97.9 90.7 72.8 88.8 85.0 97.2 100.0 100.0
Business Studies: Single 50.0 61.6 68.1 74.1 66.4 64.7 35.0 55.7 52.4 100.0
Chemistry 81.6 92.7 97.9 87.0 72.8 89.9 80.0 94.8 100.0 100.0
Chinese 4.4 2.2 7.8 1.9 4.0 34.0 0.0 1.2 9.5 20.0
Classical Civilisation 2.6 4.8 19.9 18.5 14.4 35.9 0.0 6.2 47.6 38.0
Classical Greek 0.0 0.2 2.8 0.0 0.0 14.0 0.0 0.3 4.8 0.0
Computer Studies / Computing 23.7 56.7 84.4 741 44.0 43.9 25.0 55.4 66.7 82.0
Dance 12.3 7.6 5.7 25.9 12.8 3.0 0.0 7.7 0.0 28.0
D&T (Engineering) 2.6 1.5 3.5 1.9 1.6 3.6 0.0 1.5 4.8 2.0
D&T (Product Design) 33.3 44.0 62.4 9.3 8.0 43.7 35.0 40.9 90.5 16.0
D&T (Textiles Technology) 4.4 4.8 5.7 1.9 0.0 3.9 5.0 6.8 4.8 20
Drama and Theatre Studies 32.5 43.8 56.7 57.4 26.4 56.8 10.0 40.3 42.9 70.0
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Table 10. Provision of A levels by school type (percentages). The abbreviation NSHSA represents "Non-selective in highly selective areas”;
ONS represents "Other non-selective”; S represents "Selective”; and SF represents "Sixth form”. (continued)

Subject Academy Academy Academy Academy FE Ind. NSHSA ONS Selective Sixth

(NSHSA) (ONS) (S) (SF) college school form
Economics 219 53.1 90.8 87.0 43.2 78.3 10.0 55.1 90.5 98.0
Electronics 0.0 0.6 5.0 13.0 3.2 22 0.0 0.6 0.0 16.0
English Language 19.3 38.0 34.0 68.5 56.8 15.1 15.0 38.5 14.3 86.0
English Language and Literature 23.7 20.4 12.8 40.7 34.4 7.7 10.0 16.6 14.3 80.0
English Literature 86.8 88.2 92.9 85.2 67.2 79.8 95.0 89.8 100.0 100.0
Environmental Science 2.6 1.2 0.7 13.0 12.8 0.4 0.0 1.5 0.0 20.0
Film Studies 22.8 16.4 11.3 44 4 46.4 6.0 20.0 20.9 19.0 80.0
French 31.6 48.8 89.4 66.7 29.6 68.4 20.0 52.3 95.2 90.0
Geography 71.9 82.3 96.5 81.5 57.6 70.7 90.0 83.4 95.2 98.0
Geology 0.9 1.1 8.5 20.4 11.2 2.6 0.0 0.9 0.0 30.0
German 9.6 21.9 66.0 37.0 9.6 42.2 10.0 21.5 571 50.0
Government and Politics 33.3 41.5 77.3 741 53.6 60.9 35.0 48.0 61.9 90.0
History 89.5 90.5 97.2 87.0 69.6 84.7 80.0 93.2 100.0 100.0
History of Art 0.0 0.6 0.0 3.7 3.2 1.4 0.0 0.3 0.0 12.0
Italian 5.3 10.0 14 13.0 5.6 11.6 15.0 12.3 9.5 30.0
Japanese 0.9 1.5 4.3 3.7 0.8 5.2 5.0 0.6 4.8 20
Latin 0.9 2.4 21.3 3.7 0.8 42.2 0.0 1.5 19.0 6.0
Law 18.4 19.1 14.9 66.7 57.6 71 25.0 15.7 14.3 90.0
Logic / Philosophy 3.5 6.4 14.9 24 1 16.8 10.7 5.0 9.5 19.0 38.0
Mathematics 92.1 97.2 98.6 96.3 78.4 95.3 90.0 97.5 100.0 100.0
Mathematics (Further) 254 71.4 95.0 83.3 47.2 78.3 30.0 73.5 100.0 94.0
Mathematics (Statistics) 2.6 0.6 0.7 18.5 4.0 0.7 0.0 0.3 0.0 28.0
Media / Film / TV Studies 48.2 38.8 20.6 63.0 62.4 6.4 40.0 41.8 23.8 84.0
Modern Greek 1.8 2.3 0.7 1.9 5.6 0.9 0.0 5.2 0.0 6.0
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Table 10. Provision of A levels by school type (percentages). The abbreviation NSHSA represents "Non-selective in highly selective areas”;
ONS represents "Other non-selective”; S represents "Selective”; and SF represents "Sixth form”. (continued)

Subject Academy Academy Academy Academy FE Ind. NSHSA ONS Selective Sixth

(NSHSA) (ONS) (S) (SF) college school form
Modern Hebrew 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.0 1.2 0.0 0.0
Music 13.2 32.0 80.1 55.6 12.0 55.9 20.0 31.1 66.7 58.0
Music Technology 2.6 7.5 7.1 22.2 5.6 11.6 0.0 8.6 9.5 20.0
Other Classical Languages 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 2.4 0.4 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0
Persian 1.8 2.3 21 0.0 1.6 1.1 5.0 2.2 4.8 2.0
PE / Sports Studies 26.3 45.4 68.1 50.0 22.4 50.1 20.0 41.2 61.9 70.0
Physics 64.0 90.0 97.9 90.7 67.2 86.4 55.0 92.0 100.0 100.0
Polish 13.2 11.0 12.1 18.5 20.0 1.3 25.0 13.2 9.5 38.0
Portuguese 4.4 5.2 0.7 1.9 4.8 1.1 5.0 6.2 0.0 10.0
Psychology 83.3 90.6 86.5 87.0 76.0 73.6 90.0 90.8 85.7 100.0
Punjabi 0.0 1.4 2.1 1.9 1.6 0.2 0.0 2.8 4.8 0.0
Religious Studies 45.6 52.4 73.8 61.1 35.2 58.7 55.0 61.2 81.0 86.0
Russian 8.8 5.6 15.6 9.3 8.8 24.5 0.0 6.2 9.5 20.0
Sociology 75.4 76.4 46.1 79.6 72.0 15.3 60.0 81.2 57.1 98.0
Spanish 28.9 47 1 80.1 70.4 30.4 66.9 25.0 50.8 71.4 96.0
Turkish 4.4 4.4 3.5 3.7 1.6 4.1 5.0 4.3 4.8 10.0
Urdu 0.9 2.2 1.4 0.0 0.8 1.5 5.0 0.9 0.0 8.0
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Table 11. Provision of A levels by school attainment group (percentages). Group | represents
the lowest attainment group, and Group V represents the highest.

Subject Group Group Group Group Group
| ] ]| v Vv
Accounting / Finance 6.0 7.7 6.0 5.7 1.3
Ancient History 0.2 3.2 2.6 1.9 4.5
Arabic 6.0 7.2 7.5 6.0 5.8
Art and Design 30,3 309 274 304 276
Art and Design (3D Studies) 7.5 5.5 6.8 4.5 6.0
Art and Design (Critical Studies) 1.1 0.4 0.6 0.2 1.5
Art and Design (Fine Art) 480 606 64.7 67.7 687
Art and Design (Graphics) 145 16.2 186 143 10.9
Art and Design (Photography) 46.7 51.7  52.1 53.8 317
Art and Design (Textiles) 119 196 226 209 156
Bengali 0.4 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0
Biology 89.3 979 994 987 97.0
Business Studies: Single 50.3 69.1 716 749 615
Chemistry 844 955 987 989 987
Chinese 3.0 4.5 79 132 225
Classical Civilisation 3.0 6.8 92 149 415
Classical Greek 0.0 0.4 0.2 1.3 161
Computer Studies / Computing 34.1 574 645 685 615
Dance 6.0 8.7 10.5 9.8 5.6
D&T (Engineering) 1.3 1.7 1.5 2.1 4.7
D&T (Product Design) 23.7 411 479 534 529
D&T (Textiles Technology) 0.9 4.0 5.8 8.3 5.6
Drama and Theatre Studies 235 46.2 48.7 61.1 67.7
Economics 367 536 652 772 891
Electronics 0.6 1.9 1.5 21 3.4
English Language 309 36.6 427 449 263
English Language and Literature  22.0 264  20.1 21.1 8.6
English Literature 80.2 889 955 951 92.3
Environmental Science 21 3.0 3.0 3.0 0.4
Film Studies 209 223 226 213 8.6
French 271 483 60.3 743 852
Geography 652 864 910 928 86.7
Geology 1.9 3.8 2.8 4.0 4.7
German 104 196 263 413 565
Government and Politics 328 45.1 504 66.2 743
History 825 938 976 96.6 951
History of Art 0.6 0.4 1.1 3.0 11.6
Italian 9.8 85 126 11.7 11.3
Japanese 1.3 0.2 2.1 2.6 6.2
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Table 11. Provision of A levels by school attainment group (percentages). (continued)

Subject Group Group Group Group Group
| ] ]| v Vv
Latin 0.2 2.3 3.0 106 475
Law 243  29.1 250 22.1 3.6
Logic / Philosophy 7.0 8.3 7.9 12.8 15.6
Mathematics 936 987 996 994 996
Mathematics (Further) 456 685 829 904 949
Mathematics (Statistics) 1.3 3.0 24 2.6 0.4
Media / Film / TV Studies 382 457 464 379 152
Modern Greek 2.6 3.4 26 3.0 1.3
Modern Hebrew 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.4 1.1
Music 139 266 417 553 73.0
Music Technology 4.5 8.1 11.1 128 10.5
Other Classical Languages 0.6 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.2
Persian 2.1 1.3 3.2 1.7 2.6
PE / Sports Studies 215 472 528 632 595
Physics 755 934 962 974 976
Polish 12.8 11.9 1.8 109 6.4
Portuguese 6.4 5.1 4.7 4.5 1.7
Psychology 84.0 919 966 943 829
Punjabi 1.7 1.3 2.1 1.3 0.2
Religious Studies 367 564 656 657 756
Russian 5.5 7.2 7.7 117 246
Sociology 727 757 801 67.2 328
Spanish 316 485 575 666 794
Turkish 4.9 5.3 3.2 55 4.5

Urdu 3.8 1.5 1.9 0.6 1.1




Table 12. Provision of A levels by school deprivation group (percentages). Group A
represents the least deprived group of schools, and Group E represents the most deprived
group of schools.

Subject Group Group Group Group Group

A B C D E
Accounting / Finance 29 6.6 8.2 7.8 4.2
Ancient History 5.5 20 26 2.0 0.3
Arabic 3.2 3.9 7.5 1.1 17.3
Art and Design 286 30.8 282 359 297
Art and Design (3D Studies) 5.2 6.9 7.9 6.5 7.2
Art and Design (Critical Studies) 0.3 0.3 1.3 1.3 0.3
Art and Design (Fine Art) 714 702 63.0 546 444
Art and Design (Graphics) 19.8 193 21.0 15.7 124
Art and Design (Photography) 55,5 59.7 57.0 49.7 327
Art and Design (Textiles) 269 226 207 134 127
Bengali 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0
Biology 100.0 98.7 98.0 96.1 93.8
Business Studies: Single 80.8 76.1 70.8 56.5 48.7
Chemistry 1000 990 957 928 915
Chinese 4.9 3.0 3.6 29 20
Classical Civilisation 12.3 13.1 10.5 7.8 3.6
Classical Greek 1.0 1.0 0.0 0.3 0.0
Computer Studies / Computing 805 721 574 542 428
Dance 143 141 10.8 9.2 2.6
D&T (Engineering) 2.6 0.7 1.6 2.3 2.0
D&T (Product Design) 69.8 534 446 268 19.0
D&T (Textiles Technology) 9.4 6.6 4.9 3.3 0.3
Drama and Theatre Studies 71.8 613 479 346 222
Economics 83.8 659 554 454 598
Electronics 4.2 2.3 2.0 0.7 0.7
English Language 542  53.1 489 39.2 17.3
English Language and Literature  28.2 256 285 183 186
English Literature 96.8 98.0 951 879 873
Environmental Science 5.8 3.6 3.6 1.6 0.7
Film Studies 240 298 285 255 16.3
French 844 675 544 438 34.0
Geography 99.7 977 885 804 64.7
Geology 6.2 4.3 4.6 3.6 0.7
German 529 37.0 239 16.7 9.2
Government and Politics 67.2 603 469 422 516
History 99.4 993 941 93.8 87.3
History of Art 1.0 1.3 1.0 1.3 1.3

Italian 8.8 7.9 1.5 108 183



Table 12. Provision of A levels by school deprivation group (percentages). (continued)

Subject Group Group Group Group Group
A B C D E
Japanese 1.9 3.0 1.3 1.3 0.7
Latin 10.4 2.6 2.6 2.0 1.3
Law 224 321 354  28.1 19.3
Logic / Philosophy 143 121 11.5 9.8 5.9
Mathematics 100.0 100.0 984 971 95.8
Mathematics (Further) 964 856 77.0 654 54.2
Mathematics (Statistics) 2.6 3.0 2.3 3.6 1.3
Media / Film / TV Studies 48.7 489 534 477 373
Modern Greek 1.3 2.3 3.0 5.6 5.2
Modern Hebrew 0.3 0.7 0.0 0.3 0.0
Music 69.8 475 351 26.1 13.1
Music Technology 159 128 8.2 7.8 3.9
Other Classical Languages 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.3
Persian 1.9 1.3 1.3 2.6 6.5
PE / Sports Studies 828 623 469 275 13.1
Physics 994 974 931 86.6 84.3
Polish 1.7 144 157 173 134
Portuguese 1.3 5.6 6.6 3.9 12.1
Psychology 955 964 941 93.1 87.3
Punjabi 0.3 1.0 1.6 2.9 3.6
Religious Studies 705 672 626 510 516
Russian 11.4 7.9 8.2 5.2 7.8
Sociology 776 836 80.7 830 81.0
Spanish 750 616 511 415 444
Turkish 2.6 3.9 3.0 52 127

Urdu 0.6 0.0 1.3 3.9 5.2




Table 13. Provision of A levels by school sex composition (percentages).

Subject Boys’ School Girls’ School Mixed School
Accounting / Finance 0.0 0.5 6.1
Ancient History 12.0 0.5 2.1
Arabic 8.0 7.0 6.3
Art and Design 22.7 271 28.4
Art and Design (3D Studies) 2.7 2.0 6.4
Art and Design (Critical Studies) 1.3 0.5 0.7
Art and Design (Fine Art) 53.3 66.8 58.6
Art and Design (Graphics) 10.7 9.0 15.1
Art and Design (Photography) 26.7 30.7 47.5
Art and Design (Textiles) 0.0 251 16.9
Bengali 0.0 0.5 0.1
Biology 81.3 98.0 92.7
Business Studies: Single 52.0 53.3 63.7
Chemistry 89.3 97.5 91.0
Chinese 10.7 19.6 8.7
Classical Civilisation 21.3 43.7 11.3
Classical Greek 21.3 12.1 2.0
Computer Studies / Computing 58.7 40.2 55.6
Dance 0.0 5.5 8.1
D&T (Engineering) 6.7 0.5 2.2
D&T (Product Design) 62.7 28.6 42.3
D&T (Textiles Technology) 0.0 9.0 4.4
Drama and Theatre Studies 37.3 62.3 45.3
Economics 80.0 76.4 58.6
Electronics 5.3 0.0 1.8
English Language 22.7 23.6 35.7
English Language and Literature 10.7 9.5 204
English Literature 78.7 92.0 86.1
Environmental Science 1.3 0.5 2.4
Film Studies 6.7 6.0 19.7
French 56.0 77.9 53.7
Geography 66.7 85.4 80.1
Geology 8.0 1.0 3.3
German 44.0 442 27.2
Government and Politics 74.7 68.3 48.5
History 78.7 95.5 89.2
History of Art 5.3 17.1 1.9
Italian 10.7 8.0 10.6
Japanese 53 3.0 2.2
Latin 44.0 43.2 8.1
Law 5.3 55 22.0
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Table 13. Provision of A levels by school sex composition (percentages). (continued)

Subject Boys’ School Girls’ School Mixed School
Logic / Philosophy 17.3 6.5 9.8
Mathematics 93.3 98.0 95.7
Mathematics (Further) 82.7 77.9 71.5
Mathematics (Statistics) 1.3 0.5 1.9
Media / Film / TV Studies 12.0 14.6 37.0
Modern Greek 2.7 0.5 2.6
Modern Hebrew 1.3 1.0 0.3
Music 61.3 64.8 36.4
Music Technology 10.7 3.0 9.3
Other Classical Languages 1.3 1.5 0.1
Persian 1.3 2.0 2.0
PE / Sports Studies 46.7 50.3 45.3
Physics 82.7 90.5 88.1
Polish 9.3 6.5 11.0
Portuguese 1.3 0.5 4.7
Psychology 58.7 89.9 86.7
Punjabi 0.0 1.0 1.3
Religious Studies 56.0 82.4 54.1
Russian 18.7 14.6 10.3
Sociology 29.3 36.2 66.3
Spanish 54.7 75.4 51.6
Turkish 2.7 2.0 4.7
Urdu 6.7 4.5 1.4
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Table 14. Provision of A levels by school size (percentages).

Subject Less 30-59 60-119 120-239 240 or

than 30 greater
Accounting / Finance 6.6 21 3.7 5.0 29.6
Ancient History 0.3 0.2 1.4 4.2 14.8
Arabic 4.0 54 6.3 6.9 15.6
Art and Design 18.7 31.2 29.8 28.5 33.3
Art and Design (3D Studies) 3.4 5.2 5.8 4.5 244
Art and Design (Critical Studies) 0.3 0.4 0.9 0.7 2.2
Art and Design (Fine Art) 38.0 51.0 63.4 70.7 80.7
Art and Design (Graphics) 6.6 8.7 12.4 16.8 64.4
Art and Design (Photography) 26.6 42.2 47.7 50.5 81.5
Art and Design (Textiles) 8.4 13.8 16.3 19.6 51.1
Bengali 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.3 0.0
Biology 69.9 94.4 98.3 98.6 99.3
Business Studies: Single 34.8 50.8 69.0 75.9 94.8
Chemistry 64.9 90.7 98.1 99.5 100.0
Chinese 7.7 10.9 9.7 9.7 11.1
Classical Civilisation 4.7 10.3 13.9 19.8 34.8
Classical Greek 0.3 1.7 3.3 7.3 2.2
Computer Studies / Computing 23.7 39.1 57.5 76.6 91.1
Dance 1.6 4.1 5.9 12.2 31.1
D&T (Engineering) 1.1 14 2.0 3.5 4.4
D&T (Product Design) 16.6 31.8 46.6 62.8 33.3
D&T (Textiles Technology) 1.3 1.9 5.4 8.2 4.4
Drama and Theatre Studies 15.3 31.4 51.3 66.7 80.7
Economics 28.0 41.1 64.5 88.0 94.8
Electronics 0.3 0.0 1.1 3.0 12.6
English Language 9.5 24.6 38.8 43.1 79.3
English Language and Literature 13.7 141 17.5 22.2 57.0
English Literature 54.6 84.1 94.4 96.2 97.8
Environmental Science 1.1 0.6 1.1 1.7 21.5
Film Studies 3.7 8.9 19.4 22.2 711
French 20.8 37.6 59.8 82.5 90.4
Geography 45.9 75.2 88.1 93.4 96.3
Geology 0.3 1.0 1.6 4.0 28.9
German 6.9 16.3 30.5 49.0 49.6
Government and Politics 21.6 29.5 55.3 74.7 91.9
History 60.9 87.8 97.4 97.4 98.5
History of Art 2.6 1.9 3.7 3.0 8.1
Italian 3.4 8.1 10.7 13.2 23.0
Japanese 0.8 1.6 24 4.0 3.0
Latin 4.0 7.6 13.4 20.3 6.7
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Table 14. Provision of A levels by school size (percentages). (continued)

Subject Less 30-59 60-119 120-239 240 or

than 30 greater
Law 111 13.8 19.1 21.5 73.3
Logic / Philosophy 29 3.1 9.0 14.8 38.5
Mathematics 80.7 97.1 99.5 99.7 100.0
Mathematics (Further) 32.7 58.7 80.0 95.3 97.8
Mathematics (Statistics) 0.0 0.2 1.1 1.2 20.0
Media / Film / TV Studies 6.6 25.8 39.2 42.7 83.0
Modern Greek 0.3 1.7 3.1 3.0 5.2
Modern Hebrew 0.8 0.0 0.6 0.2 0.0
Music 14.0 22.5 40.2 65.5 65.2
Music Technology 2.1 4.3 8.4 13.5 28.9
Other Classical Languages 1.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 1.5
Persian 0.8 1.6 1.9 3.8 0.7
PE / Sports Studies 19.0 28.9 49.9 67.4 72.6
Physics 57.5 86.0 95.5 98.3 100.0
Polish 5.8 6.8 9.6 15.1 25.9
Portuguese 24 3.9 4.6 4.7 7.4
Psychology 59.4 86.4 93.3 92.0 98.5
Punjabi 0.0 0.6 1.8 1.7 1.5
Religious Studies 19.0 45.0 65.3 73.4 83.0
Russian 5.0 6.8 114 15.8 19.3
Sociology 34.6 57.9 68.9 71.0 94.8
Spanish 23.7 37.4 57.7 74.7 88.9
Turkish 0.8 4.8 4.4 6.1 6.7
Urdu 1.8 1.0 2.1 1.6 4.4
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