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Question 2 

THE ENGLISH CIVIL WAR, 1637-49 

Reform of the Church of England 

DOCUMENT A 

A petition was brought by the citizens of London subscribed by fifteen thousand 
hands. The petition was read in the Commons. It was much against innovations by 
the clergy in point of ceremonies, and the publishing of Arminian, popish and other 
dangerous books. The petitioners complain also against the High Commission and 
the Bishops' courts in their dioceses, and the punishment of godly ministers like Mr 5 
Prynne. They are against the insolence of the corrupt part of the clergy, whom they 
allege to have been the cause of the division between the two kingdoms of England 
and Scotland. These be they who in their sermons deny the authority of parliaments 
and defend an absolute and unlimited power of the King over the persons and 
estates of his subjects. The petitioners therefore desire episcopacy to be absolutely 10 
taken away root and branch. 

Anonymous, December 1640 

DOCUMENTB 

Alderman Pennington justified the Root and Branch petition, saying it was signed by 
men of worth and integrity. Then some called to have the Gloucester and Hertford 
petitions against episcopacy read. 

Then we fell into a dispute about bishops. Sir John Strangeways spoke on their 15 
behalf, saying, if we made a parity in the church we must at last come to a parity in 
the commonwealth. After much debate I was sorry to see the question of 
episcopacy disputed, and I moved that we refer a consideration of the petition to a 
committee, reserving the question of episcopacy to such time as the House shall 
think fit. 20 

The Journal of Sir Simond D 'Ewes MP, 1641 

DOCUMENTC 

The root of all this mischief we find to be a malignant and pernicious design to 
subvert the fundamental laws and principles of government upon which the religion 
and justice of this kingdom are firmly established. The promoters thereof have been: 
(i) The Papists, who hate the laws as obstacles of that change which they so much 

desire; 25 
(ii) The bishops and the corrupt part of the clergy, who cherish formality and 

superstition as the natural effects and probable supports of their own 
ecclesiastical tyranny and usurpation. 

From the Grand Remonstrance, December 1641 
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Passage removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Translated from Arabic sources by Francesco Gabrieli in Storici Arabi della 
Crociate, 1957. 
Translated from Italian by E J Costello, 1969, Routledge & Kegan Paul plc, 
London.



Passage removed due to third party copyright restrictions

Translated by Willian G Naphy in Documents on the Continental Reformation, 
1996, Macmillan, London
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Translated by Willian G Naphy in Documents on the Continental Reformation,
1996, Macmillan, London
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