B Cambridge

ll‘l‘ﬂ‘

s iifies

QY Assessment

Alternative uses of examination
data: the case of English Language
writing

Conference Paper Abstract

Lucy Chambers, Filio Constantinou, Nadir Zanini & Nicole Klir

Presented at the 18" annual AEA-Europe conference,
Prague, Czech Republic
November 2017



Author contact details:

Lucy Chambers

Assessment Research and Development,
Research Division

Cambridge Assessment

1 Regent Street

Cambridge

CB2 1GG

UK

chambers.l@cambridgeassessment.org.uk

http://www.cambridgeassessment.org.uk

As a department of Cambridge University, Cambridge Assessment is respected and trusted
worldwide, managing three world-class examination boards, and maintaining the highest
standards in educational assessment and learning. We are a not-for-profit organisation.

How to cite this publication:

Chambers, L., Constantinou, F., Zanini, N. and Klir, N. (2017, November). Alternative uses of
examination data: the case of English language writing. Paper presented at the 18th annual
AEA Europe conference, Prague, Czech Republic.


mailto:chambers.l@cambridgeassessment.org.uk
http://www.cambridgeassessment.org.uk/

Abstract

Examination boards are unigue in that they have access to examples of student writing that
span attainment levels and, if stored, can span time. This resource can be harnessed to
generate valuable insights capable of informing education policy and practice. One use of
this resource is to investigate students’ use of written language over time. This study
compared two corpora consisting of 100-word extracts of students’ examination writing from
2004 and 2014. The corpora consisted of 858 narrative texts written by 16-year-old students

as part of a government-regulated high-stakes examination in English Language.

The aim of the research was to examine whether the formality in students’ examination
writing changed over time. The analysis focused on a number of linguistic features serving
either as discriminators between spoken and written discourse (e.g. lexical variety, lexical
sophistication), or as markers of informal electronic communication (e.g. abbreviations,
omitted stops, non-capitalised sentences). The statistical analysis carried out between the
two corpora indicated that, overall, the texts produced in 2014 were characterised by less
formality than the texts produced in 2004, particularly for lower attaining students. These
findings suggest that students should be supported in developing their awareness of context-

appropriate written language.



