
Earnings of students who leave post-16 

education with A level grades which have 

“little currency”  

Conference Abstract 

Tim Gill 

Carmen Vidal Rodeiro 

ADR UK conference, 17–18 September 2025



Author contact details: 

Tim Gill & Carmen Vidal Rodeiro  

Cambridge University Press & Assessment 

Research Division 

Shaftesbury Road  

Cambridge  

CB2 8EA 

UK 

tim.gill@cambridge.org  

carmen.vidalrodeiro@cambridge.org 

https://www.cambridge.org/ 

As a department of the university, Cambridge University Press & Assessment is respected 

and trusted worldwide, managing three world-class examination boards, and maintaining the 

highest standards in educational assessment and learning. We are a not-for-profit 

organisation.  

Cambridge University Press & Assessment is committed to making our documents 

accessible in accordance with the WCAG 2.1 Standard. We’re always looking to improve the 

accessibility of our documents. If you find any problems or you think we’re not meeting 

accessibility requirements, contact our team: Research Division 

If you need this document in a different format contact us telling us your name, email 

address and requirements and we will respond within 15 working days. 

How to cite this publication: 

Gill, T., & Vidal Rodeiro, C.L. (2025, September 17–18). Earnings of students who leave 

post-16 education with A level grades which have “little currency” [Paper presentation]. 

Administrative Data Research UK Annual Conference, Cardiff, Wales, UK 

mailto:tim.gill@cambridge.org
https://www.cambridge.org/
https://www.cambridge.org/
mailto:researchdivision@cambridgeassessment.org.uk?subject=Accessibility
mailto:researchdivision@cambridgeassessment.org.uk?subject=Accessibility


1 

Abstract 

Objectives  

The main aim of this research was to investigate what happens to students who leave 

school/college with A-level grades which have ‘little currency’ (i.e., grades D or below).  Are 

their labour market returns (earnings) different from those of students with better grades 

(grades C or above)? 

Method 

We used Longitudinal Education Outcomes data, which connects individuals’ education with 

their employment and earnings. We selected students who left school between 2004/05 and 

2011/12 and recorded their earnings in each year until 2019/20. We focused on A-level 

students who achieved: ‘E grades only’ or ‘D or E grades only’.  Outcomes for students in 

these groups were compared to those of other groups: students with A-levels all at grades C 

or above; students with BTECs. 

Descriptive statistics on earnings, overall and by students’ characteristics were produced. 

We also carried out multilevel regression analyses to control for individual-level 

characteristics and cohort. 

Results 

In the first few years after leaving school, the students with low A level grades (best grade E 

or best grade D) had very slightly higher mean daily earnings than students in the other 

groups. However, from year 5 onwards, students with better grades (lowest grade C) had a 

higher mean, and this advantage increased over time. 

There were some differences in this result between students of different ethnic groups or 

gender. In particular, from year 5 onwards, Asian, Black, and Chinese students had more of 

an advantage (than White students did) if they were in the ‘lowest grade C’ group compared 

with the other groups. 

Conclusion 

The outcomes of this work provide evidence for policy decision-making which may benefit 

young people in England. Students who finish school with low A level grades should not be 

forgotten. Knowing their outcomes will help understand whether policy changes/interventions 

are needed to improve their prospects. 
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